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The  two  following  cases  are  of  extraordinary  interest, 
inasmuch  as  the  father  lost  the  sight  of  both  eyes  from  in¬ 
jury  with  bird  shot,  the  gun  having  been  fired  by  his  son, 
while  the  same  son  lost  the  sight  of  one  eye  permanently 
and  of  the  other  temporarily  by  a  cannon  explosion  less 
than  a  year  later.  The  acuteness  of  vision  restored  to  one 
of  the  son’s  injured  eyes  by  the  removal  of  the  traumatic 
cataract  is  worthy  of  remark : 

Case  I.  Both  Eyes  of  the  Father  Put  Out  by  Bird  Shot. — 
James  O.  P.,  aged  forty-eight  years,  of  Tariffville,  Conn.,  was 
accidentally  shot  by  his  son  in  both  eyes,  a  No.  10  shot  in  each, 
on  August  13,  1869.  Ilis  son  thus,  describes  the  catastrophe: 
“We  were  hunting  woodcock  in  the  bushes.  My  father  was 
about  five  rods  from  me  when  I  shot.  I  did  not  see  him.  The 
bird  was  flying.  My  gun  was  elevated  from  where  I  stood  as 
much  as  five  rods  over  his  head.  There  were  only  two  shots 
struck  him — one  in  each  eye.” 
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2  DESTRUCTION  OF  VISION  BY  FOREIGN  BODIES. 


When  Mr.  P.  came  to  consult  Dr.  0.  R.  Agnew,  on  May  29, 
1874,  nearly  five  years  after  the  accident,  the  condition  of  his 
eyes  was  as  follows :  There  was  no  perception  of  light  in  either 
eye  by  the  usual  tests,  hut  the  patient  said  he  could  see  the  sun 
with  both  eyes.  The  crystalline  lenses  were  mostly  absorbed. 
There  was  total  posterior  synechia  of  both,  and  both  irides  were 
arched  backward.  A  cicatrix  at  the  center  of  each  cornea 
showed  where  the  shot  had  entered  the  eye.  Dr.  Agnew  was 
of  the  opinion  that  no  operation  would  restore  any  sight,  and 
advised  him  to  have  nothing  done  for  his  eyes. 

Case  II.  Both  Eyes  Injured  by  a  Cannon  Explosion ;  One 
Lost ;  the  Sight  of  the  Other  Restored  by  Operations. — J.  C.  P., 
aged  twenty-three  years,  the  son  of  the  above  patient,  and  the 
man  who  did  the  shooting,  was  brought  to  Dr.  Agnew’s  office 
at  the  same  time  with  his  father. 

On  the  4th  of  July  following  the  accident  to  his  father — i.  e ., 
July  4,  1870 — he  had  both  eyes  injured,  one  lost,  by  a  gunpow¬ 
der  explosion.  He  thus  describes  the  accident:  “  I  went  up  to 
the  mountain  to  fire  the  cannon.  It  was  a  very  large  one.  We 
put  eleven  pounds  of  powder  in  it,  and  drove  turf  in  with  a 
sledge  hammer,  and  the  second  time  the  fuse  that  we  set  it  off 
with  turned  over  and  struck  in  the  vent  hole,  and  it  was  loaded 
so — drove  in  so  hard — that  it  did  not  go  off.  It  all  blew  backout 
of  the  vent  hole  right  to  the  left  of  my  head.  I  was  within 
two  feet  of  the  vent  hole.  My  foot  was  on  the  cannon.  If 
my  head  had  been  four  inches  to  the  left  it  would  have  been 
blown  off.  The  powder  did  not  burn  that  went  into  my  face. 
I  was  covered  from  my  waist  up,  and  it  burned  my  clothes  off.” 

Upon  examining  him  we  found  that  he  had  phthisis  bulbi  of 
the  left  eye.  In  the  right  eye  there  was  traumatic  cataract. 
There  were  adhesions  of  th$  iris  to  the  anterior  capsule  of  the 
lens,  and  there  were  particles  of  powder  and  possibly  of  dirt  in 
the  substance  of  the  lens.  Still,  he  retained  vision  enough  to 
enable  him  to  get  about  alone.  Dr.  Agnew  advised  that  the  eyes 
be  not  operated  upon  unless  the  vision  became  worse. 

June  6, 1878. — The  patient  counts  fingers  at  four  inches  when 
they  are  moved  before  his  eye.  He  can  no  longer  see  sufficient¬ 
ly  well  to  go  about  alone. 
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10th. — I  administered  ether,  and  Dr.  Agnew  enucleated  the 
left  atrophied  eyeball  at  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital. 

Several  needle  operations  were  done  on  the  cataractous  lens 
by  Dr.  Agnew  at  proper  intervals  of  time,  and  the  vision  was 
considerably  improved.  He  came  to  the  hospital  on  July  17, 
1885,  with  a  dense  membrane  in  his  pupil  and  with  vision  only 
with  the  best  glass.  Dr.  Agnew  being  absent,  I  performed 
a  discission  on  the  same  day.  The  result  was  vision  while 
the  pupil  was  dilated  with  atropine ;  but  it  was  evident  that  the 
clearest  part  of  the  pupil  would  be  covered  by  iris  when  the 
effects  of  the  mydriatic  should  have  passed  off. 

On  July  22d,  five  days  after  the  discission,  I  made  an  in¬ 
cision  with  an  iridectomy  knife  at  the  temporal  side  of  the  cor¬ 
nea,  just  over  the  border  of  the  dilated  pupil.  I  then  passed  in 
a  small,  sharp  hook,  and,  engaging  it  in  the  membrane,  withdrew 
the  latter  from  the  eye,  leaving  quite  a  large  mass  of  opaque 
lens-matter  in  the  supero-temporal  portion  of  the  anterior  cham¬ 
ber  in  contact  with  the  iris.  I  then  dropped  in  atropine  and 
bandaged  the  eye.  There  was  very  little  immediate  inflamma¬ 
tory  reaction.  Some  days  later  the  patient  had  considerable 
pain  in  the  eye.  Iced  cloths,  atropine,  and  eserine  were  applied 
locally ;  one  or  two  hypodermic  injections  of  morphine  were 
administered. 

August  8th. — The  eye  is  no  longer  painful,  but  still  some¬ 
what  red.  Vision  —  /dV  with  + 

15th. — The  redness  has  passed  off.  Vision  =  f #  with  a  con¬ 
vex  glass. 

June  23,  1891^. — Vision  =  f  $  with  his  glass.  Vision  =  f  £ 
with  +  10  D.  s.  3  +  2>75  D.  c.  axis  50°.  There  is  still,  nine  years 
after  the  last  operation,  a  movable  mass  of  organized  lymph  at¬ 
tached  to  the  iris,  supero-temporalty,  and  waving  about  in  the 
aqueous  humor  as  he  moves  his  eye. 


The  New  York  Medical  Journal. 

A  WEEKLY  REVIEW  OF  MEDICINE. 

EDITED  BY 

FRANK  P.  FOSTER,  M.D. 


THE  PHYSICIAN  who  would  keep  abreast  with  the  advances  in 
medical  science  must  read  a  live  weekly  medical  journal,  in  which 
scientific  facts  are  presented  in  a  clear  manner ;  one  for  which  the 
articles  are  written  by  men  of  learning,  and  by  those  who  are  good  and 
accurate  observers  ;  a  journal  that  is  stripped  of  every  feature  irrelevant 
to  medical  science,  and  gives  evidence  of  being  carefully  and  conscien¬ 
tiously  edited  ;  one  that  bears  upon  every  page  the  stamp  of  desire  to 
elevate  the  standard  of  the  profession  of  medicine.  Such  a  journal 
fulfills  its  mission — that  of  educator — to  the  highest  degree,  for  not 
only  does  it  inform  its  readers  of  all  that  is  new  in  theory  and  practice, 
but,  by  means  of  its  correct  editing,  instructs  them  in  the  very  important 
yet  much-neglected  art  of  expressing  their  thoughts  and  ideas  in  a  clear 
and  correct  manner.  Too  much  stress  can  not  be  laid  upon  this  feature, 
so  utterly  ignored  by  the  “  average  ”  medical  periodical. 

Without  making  invidious  comparisons,  it  can  be  truthfully  stated 
that  no  medical  journal  in  this  country  occupies  the  place,  in  these  par¬ 
ticulars,  that  is  held  by  The  New  York  Medical  Journal.  No 
other  journal  is  edited  with  the  care  that  is  bestowed  on  this  ;  none 
contains  articles  of  such  high  scientific  value,  coming  as  they  do  from 
the  pens  of  the  brightest  and  most  learned  medical  men  of  America.  A 
glance  at  the  list  of  contributors  to  any  volume,  or  an  examination  of 
any  issue  of  the  Journal,  will  attest  the  truth  of  these  statements.  It 
is  a  journal  for  the  masses  of  the  profession,  for  the  country  as  well  as 
for  the  city  practitioner ;  it  covers  the  entire  range  of  medicine  and 
surgery.  A  very  important  feature  of  the  Journal  is  the  number  and 
character  of  its  illustrations,  which  are  unequaled  by  those  of  any  other 
journal  in  the  world.  They  appear  in  frequent  issues,  whenever  called 
for  by  the  article  which  they  accompany,  and  no  expense  is  spared  to 
make  them  of  superior  excellence. 


Subscription  price,  $5.00  per  annum.  Volumes  begin  in 
January  and  July. 


PUBLISHED  BY 


D.  APPLETON  &  CO.,  72  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York. 


